THE TWO FOUNDATIONS THAT WE SUPPORT AS ROTARIANS

As a Williamsburg Rotary Club we sponsor two separate foundations:

LOCAL:  Williamsburg Rotary Foundation

INTERNATIONAL:  Rotary International Foundation

WHAT THEY DO AND HOW ARE THE DIFFERENT

The Williamsburg Rotary Foundation serves our local communities, is non-profit, and is managed by our own Rotary members in the form of a Board of Directors.  The club members designate to whom gifts are made to non-profit organizations that serve the community here in the Williamsburg area.  Gifts are not awarded to national or international organizations.  Monies are also provided for scholarships to local high school students in the area.

Financial donations are designated by each member and are included in your quarterly dues.  The donations are tax-deductible and each member receives a statement at year-end for tax purposes.  Donations start at $25 a quarter as a minimum, but many members are “Gift Leaders” and donate $50, $75 or $100 per quarter.  Some members desire to contribute to our Legacy Circle, in their name or a family name, which continues in perpetuity.

All funds in the Williamsburg Rotary Foundation are managed by our local Board of Directors and a certified money manager here in Williamsburg.  To date we have contributed over $90,000 to 39 different non-profit agencies and scholarships, serving the Williamsburg area.

The Rotary International Foundation is independent and differs from our own Williamsburg Rotary Foundation in that its mission is not limited to charities that are within our local community.  Its mission is to enable Rotarians to advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace through programs that are focused on the improvement of health, education, and the alleviation of poverty on a global scale. It is a not-for-profit corporation supported solely by voluntary contributions from Rotarians and friends of the Foundation who share its vision of a better world.  Every contribution to The Rotary International (RI) Foundation is spent in support of humanitarian, educational, and cultural programs and their operations.  One of the ways in which RI accomplishes distribution of funding to these programs is through money provided back to local clubs and their districts in the form of matching grants, Health, Hunger, & Humanity ( 3-H) grants, and Group Study Exchange Programs.  Contributions submitted by donors can be designated to: (1) An Annual Fund which meets the needs requested by clubs world-wide; (2) Polio Plus – focused on eradicating polio world-wide**; and (3) Health, Education & Humanities Grant Programs.  Members that do not designate their allocation will have their donation assigned automatically to the Annual Fund.  Volunteer contributions are designated by each member and NOW may be included in your quarterly dues for collection either quarterly or annually.  Rotarians can also write a check directly to the international fund to be given to the club designated fund chair, or paid by credit card on-line. If paid on-line,  please let our club designated chair (Frank Ferrante/Bringier McConnell) what you have donated so that we have a clear club view of our total donations – Thanks!  Rotary members who contribute a cumulative amount of $1,000 or more to the RI Foundation are inducted into the Paul Harris Fellowship, which is recognition of Rotarians world-wide. A minimum quarterly donation to RI Foundation of $38 or annual donation of $150 is suggested.  Our District gives recognition to all clubs whose total members donate on average at least $150 annually per member.  Legacy donations to the RI foundation and other choices are available so please talk to your club designated chair for more information.  
OUR COMMITMENT

Each Rotary member is expected to contribute to both the local and the international foundations as a part of our Rotary Club commitment.  We, as a club, have chosen to provide support in this way, through the two foundations, rather than working on fund raising events like selling broomsticks, or candy, or auctions, or pancake breakfasts events. 

One additional item to be aware of – our club charges quarterly dues in the amount of $240 per quarter ($20 per week).  This money goes to cover District and national Rotary organization dues, meals, added beer & wine setups, expenses of members attending Rotary Learning Institute training courses, and special events such charitable needs not addressed by either WRF nor RI Foundation, and other misc operating expenses that may occur.  A selection of WRF’ funded charities each year, as approved by both the Club’s Board of Directors and by the WRF Board of Directors, is developed from requests made by members on designated Grant forms provided on our web site under the menu item “Rotary Foundations.”  If funding from WRF and RI Foundation grants do not meet your specified foundation’s need, a donation from our club’s checking account balance that may be available after all expenses and baseline minimum levels are satisfied may be distributed to those areas not covered by WRF or RI Foundation grants as the Club Board approves.  This includes donating money to WRF and RI Foundation in the Club’s name as considered by the Board as acceptable. The club members will be consulted as appropriate and will be provided a summary of all donations each year and expenses annually.  

* Currently four counties remain with Polio – Pakistan, Afghanistan, India, and Nigeria. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation has pledged $355M to support Polio Plus with RI asked to match that with $200M - -Total funding will be $555M once our pledge is met.









