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THE TWO FOUNDATIONS THAT WE SUPPORT AS ROTARIANS

As a Williamsburg Rotary Club we sponsor two separate foundations:

LOCAL:  Williamsburg Rotary Foundation

INTERNATIONAL:  Rotary International Foundation

WHAT THEY DO AND HOW ARE THE DIFFERENT

The Williamsburg Rotary Foundation (WRF) provides funds to support charities within our local communities. It is a non-profit corporation managed by a Board of Directors consisting of our club’s Rotary members.  The club members designate to whom grants are made to non-profit organizations that specifically serve the community here in the Williamsburg area.  Grants are not awarded by WRF to national or international organizations outside of our local area.  In addition, the WRF provides college scholarships to students applying from our local high schools in recognition of their academic needs. 

Financial donations are designated by each member and are included in your quarterly dues.  The donations are tax-deductible and each member receives a statement at year-end for tax purposes.  Donations start at $25 a quarter as a minimum, but many members are “Gift Leaders” and donate $50, $75 or $100 per quarter.  Some members desire to contribute to our Legacy Circle, in their name or a family name, which continues in perpetuity.

Our local Board of Directors through a local certified money manager manages all funds in the Williamsburg Rotary Foundation’s endowment account in Williamsburg.  To date we have contributed over $90,000 to 39 different non-profit agencies and scholarships, serving the Williamsburg area. 

The Rotary International (RI) Foundation differs from our own Williamsburg Rotary Foundation in that its mission is not limited to charities that are within our local community.  Its mission is to enable Rotarians to advance world understanding, goodwill, and peace through programs that are focused on the improvement of health, education, and the alleviation of poverty on a global scale. It is a not-for-profit corporation supported solely by voluntary contributions from Rotarians and friends of the Foundation who share its vision of a better world. All donations from members to this foundation are maintained and managed by Rotary International. The Rotary Foundation offers several ways it recognizes Rotarians and friends for their generous support.  One example is where a contributor whose cumulative donations reach $1,000 or more is inducted into the Paul Harris Fellowship - an award that is recognized by Rotarians worldwide.

Like our local WRF, contributions to the RI Foundation are designated by each member and can now be included in your quarterly invoice as a separate line item.  Donations to the RI Foundation are of course, voluntary, however, it is suggested that our club members consider designating at least a minimum quarterly amount $38 (or annual $150) to the RI Foundation to support our club meeting two of our District’s goals for this year – first, to attain 100% membership participation, and second, to support our District’s stipulated goal of an average donation from members to RI Foundation of $150 per year. Recognizing the benefits offered globally through RI Foundation’s distribution of funds to support its global mission identified above, contributions exceeding this nominal minimum would be appreciated. 

OUR COMMITMENT
Our club members continue to be expected to contribute to both the local and the International foundations as a part of our club’s commitment to Rotary.  We still feel that all members are willing to follow this commitment; of course, this commitment continues to be on a volunteer basis and individually controlled.  
*For more information on each foundation see: http://www.WilliamsburgRotary.org/Foundations.cfm 

